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Christmas in
the Redwoods
It’s been a big year for the small patch of Coastal Redwoods
(Sequoia sempervirens) growing on the banks of the Aire River in
the heart of the Otways. Roger Smith, a forest scientist who was
born and raised in the hills nearby published a book about the
trees and the history of forestry and farming on the ridge. The
book led to the plantation featuring on the front page of the
Melbourne Age in August and a story in the Colac Herald. The
monoculture plantation of an introduced exotic is now a major
tourist attraction. 

The plantation was established in 1936 by the Forestry
Commission to trial the potential of Redwood as a plantation
timber. The trees grew slowly and after 16 years the best were just
over 10 metres tall. But then they started: an assessment in 1977
(aged 41 years) found that the dominant trees height was 40
metres. Today the trees are over 60 metres and still growing up.
Roger thinks the best trees might one day reach more than 100
metres and could even threaten the current world record height for
a Coastal Redwood (over 115m).

Given the drying climate and the fact height growth seems to be
slowing I’m not sure if these trees will ever reach such heights. But
it is not really height that interests me. What makes Redwoods so
exciting is their ability to grow so large in diameter, so close
together. At a stocking of about 500 stems per hectare the
average tree diameter is around 80cm. This is more than twice
what you might expect to find in the best Mountain Ash forest in
the Otways. The result is a dark, serene, quiet environment inside
the plantation that makes it such a special place for tourists and
tree growers alike.

At our Christmas event we’ll be measuring the trees and seeing
what we can learn about this promising farm tree species. With
less than half the rainfall of the Aire Valley we’ve achieved
fantastic diameter growth from our Redwoods at Bambra (best
trees now 80cm in diameter in less than 30 years). With other
local tree growers we are also involved in a trial that is testing a
range of seedlots of Redwood collected from across the natural
range of the species in California. The trial hopes to develop
select cuttings that are drought tolerant, fast growing and produce

durable timber. In the meantime our members are planting
Redwood to control tunnel erosion. It even has some biodiversity
value in that it provides an ideal daytime habitat for owls.

The Aire Valley Redwood plantation is now part of the Great
Otway National Park and, as such, will never be harvested for
timber. If there is a future for Redwood in the Otways it will be
because farmers choose to grow it for it’s multiple values. Come
along to the OAN Christmas event to learn more – or just come
along to feel the serenity and share in the celebrations!  (See back
page for details)      - Rowan Reid
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Around the Network
OAN members take out Melbourne Olive award.
Congratulations to Anne Mutimer and Michael Coates, owners
of Maluka Estate, for winning a trophy for best boutique olive
oil at the Melbourne Fine Food Awards. Michael and Anne
were also awarded multiple Gold and Silver medals for all
four entrants.

Michael and Anne purchased their Deans Marsh property in
2013, after selling their acoustic technology business of 35
years, the year before. They then set out to apply their
engineering and business skills to horticulture, and the
production of high grade olive oil. The Maluka Estate label
was launched in 2015, after the new season harvest.

Only two years later, the trees have responded to the unpaid
labour of family and friends, applications of organic fertiliser,
and serious surgery, with a four-fold increase in production of
superior quality olive fruit. The fruit is cold pressed in small
batches for premium quality.

Frogwood Arboretum open day 22nd Nov.
Frogwood Arboretum is having an open day Sunday 22nd
November between 11.00am – 4.00pm. Entry will be
opposite Martian’s Café, Deans Marsh/Lorne Road, Deans
Marsh. The 100 acre Frogwood Arboretum was established in
2006 and the former cattle property is now being transformed
into a forest of ‘Great Trees of the World’ including 140
species. Each tree species has been selected either for its
beauty, its usefulness to humanity, its spiritual/symbolic
meaning or a combination of these reasons.

The open day will give participants the opportunity to wander
among the trees and stroll along the track beside the
rehabilitated creek. BYO picnic, balls, kites etc. Grownups vs
Kids soccer match at 12.15pm. There will be an Information
Talk and Special Announcement by the Arboretum Designer at
12pm (at the Henge) All Welcome! vwww.frogwood.com.au

Dry year for tree planting
In the north-eastern foothills of the Otways there was more rain
in January and February (114mm) than the combined rainfall
recorded for August, September and October (91mm). 

Lack of rainfall and extraordinary high temperatures for
October has made tree planting a challenge this spring. 

Usually, trees planted in September don’t require subsequent
watering providing weed control is effective. However, this
year is the exception where further watering may have been
necessary during October particularly on sandy soils high in
the landscape. Rain on the 31st October certainly helped and
hopefully further hand watering will not be necessary.  

An OAN member reported that Sweet Busaria (Busaria
spinosa) was handling the dry conditions particularly well. This
is a good species to include as understorey plantings because
it’s prickly nature tends to resist browsing from unwanted diners
and can provide habitat for predatory wasps that parasitise
pasture-eating cock-chafer grubs.

Geelong Wine Show win for Dinny
Congratulations to OAN member Dinny Goonan for winning
five medals at this year’s Geelong Wine Show. Dinny’s 2014
shiraz received a gold medal.

by Andrew Stewart
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Youthful tree planters

Young people love planting trees - especially when they can
put their initial on the farm tree planting plan indicating which
tree/s they have established. This is what occurred at a recent
family and friends tree planting day in September where
amongst the plantings a grove of Californian Redwoods
(Sequoia sempervirens) was established. The Redwoods were
individually mapped to enable the various planters the
opportunity to nurture and watch their tree/s grow. The trees
are also numbered to indicate parent material as part of a
trial in the Otways to identify the best performing stock.
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The breadth of activities over the past year was highlighted at
OAN’s Annual General Meeting held on October 5th at
Tarndwarncoort, which is located west of Birregurra.

Activities included the completion of a series of three
workshops on cypress decline, running a Master TreeGrower
(MTG) program at Bostocks Creek and assisting the Australian
Agroforestry Foundation to run MTG’s in other states. There
were farm walks and 50 people attended a workshop on
“Market Opportunities for Farm Grown Tree Products”. 

OAN hosted a tour for the Natural Resources Conservation
League (NRCL) board. (NRCL sponsor OAN for extension
activities. - see article below)

David Curry reported a successful year for site visits and Peer
Group Mentoring. David also reported on the Linking
Environment and Farms program (LEAF ), which is a
partnership between Upper Barwon Landcare Network and
OAN and that a further nine properties were involved in
revegetation between Winchelsea and Inverleigh. Sixty
properties throughout the region are now involved with bird
surveys with some Geelong Field Naturalists acting as mentors
to farmers.

OAN ran many tours throughout the year for a variety of
groups and organizations including Australian Native Food
Industry Limited, Gottstein Trust, Society for Growing Australian
Plants, Caulfield Grammar, Deakin University, Melbourne
University and NRCL. Tours were conducted for MTG groups
from Bostocks Creek, Wimmera and South Australia.

OAN also hosted a workshop for the Australian Agroforestry
Foundation (AAF) for landcare and farm tree groups including
representation from Victoria, WA., SA and Tasmania.

OAN has been active advocating the wise placement of trees
and shrubs into landscapes for multiple benefits to the federal
government, local politicians, Surfcoast Shire and anyone else
within ear shot. 

It was reported that many OAN members enjoyed the ten
week visit by Jimmy Musiime (chairman of Kabale Agroforestry
Network)  from Uganda who was travelling on the Royce and
Jean Abbey Scholarship as part of the Flemington Rotary
Club’s International Program. (see Jimmy’s latest news page 4)

Rowan Reid reported on AAF’s interstate and international
activities running MTG programs and establishing Peer Group
Mentoring programs in several regions throughout Australia.

Board election
With four of the eight board member positions vacant the
following were elected for the 2015-2016 OAN board:-
Robert Marr, Mike Robinson-Koss, David Curry and Andrew
Stewart. The four continuing board members include:-
Marianne Stewart, Rowan Reid, Mike Edwards and Claire
Dennis who has subsequently been appointed by the Board as
the new Chair. (Kaye Rodden, previous Chair, retired from the
board at the AGM - see article page 5)

Guest speaker Annie Grindrod FRRR
Annie Grindrod is a member of  the boards for the Foundation
for Rural & Regional Renewal  (FRRR) and the Australian
Environmental Grantmakers Network (AEGN).

FRRR is a not for profit organisation that harnesses the power
of collective investment between government, business and
philanthropy to improve the lives of those living in rural,
regional and remote Australia. AEGN provides impressive and
important support for all aspects of the environment in Australia
– much of this enables rural communities to develop strategies
for resilience in the face of climate change.

Annie said FRRR is funding 25 projects in the greater Otway
region with a focus to build strong leadership. FRRR supports
BlazeAid and communities in QLD suffering from long term
drought. FRRR works with other foundations including the
Gardiner Foundation (dairy) and the McEwan Foundation.

The Australian Environmental Grantmakers Network works with
FRRR and philanthropic groups to improve conservation
outcomes. 

Annie said funders are looking for:- innovative solutions, a
vision for the future, impact of change makers, collaboration
and sharing experiences with effective communication.

AGM Report
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Claire Dennis has been
elected by the Board to be
the new Chair of OAN.
The Board met briefly
following the AGM.  

Claire is part of a family-
farming partnership on the
volcanic plains just north
of Birregurra. The farm
produces medium fine
wool, prime lambs, beef
cattle and crops of wheat
and fava beans. 

She has a Degree in Agricultural Science and was in the first
group to graduate as a Master TreeGrower and a Peer Group
Mentor. Claire was a founding member of the Barwon Valley
Farm Tree Group and then for many years on the executive of
the Upper Barwon Landcare Network. 

Claire worked for 18 years with Greening Australia in the
Corangamite region helping farmers with integrated tree
growing and protection of remnant vegetations and wetlands.
She is recently retired from Greening Australia, and this allows
her more time with OAN, her grandchildren, in her garden,
maintaining the trees and grasslands on the farm, volunteering
in Birregurra with the Landcare and Landscape Group, as well
as travelling and bushwalking. Phew!

Welcome new Chair
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Jimmy Musiime, chairman of the Kabale Agroforestry Network
(KAN)  in Uganda, and who recently stayed with OAN
members as part of the Flemington Rotary Club’s international
scholarship program, communicates with OAN and he
recently emailed saying:- 

“Here in Uganda it has been dry since I arrived and not much
agriculture going on.
The family is fine but the children are not with us, we meet
occasionally. Raymond, our son completed his University
under graduate course and is waiting to graduate in October.
But he prefers to live in Kampala.
My wife kept the potato multiplication project moving during
my absence and we look forward to make some sales when it
rains because we have some orders. We are also doing
some more planting in a wetland area.
Kabale Agroforestry Network is moving on well and only last
week I held a strategic planning meeting with junior landcare
facilitators to reflect on the activities ahead. I met Evelyne
(Kabale Master TreeGrower graduate) during one of the

Rotary meetings as she was preparing to go for her studies
[Leeds University UK] but have not heard from her if left
Uganda.
I resumed work at the NGO where I work and am back on
the motorcycle as I move to the communities where we work. I
came back when the project I work on was being evaluated
and was quite busy preparing documentation but it’s now over
and we await the outcome. My contract ends in December.
I pray for you always.”

And recently on the African MTG facebook page . . .
The seeds of the 2nd African Master Tree Growers' training in
Ntungamo, Uganda have germinated! Eager to borrow
lessons from the Kabale Agroforestry Network (KAN) members
of Ntungamo Agroforestry Network (NAN) visited KAN on
7/10/15 and were exposed to tree plantation farms of land
owners like Gershom and Felix, beneficiaries of the 1st
AMTG training in Uganda.They fell in love with junior
landcare activities in schools.

News from KAN

Recently the Australian Agroforestry Foundation (AAF) teamed
up with Port Philip & Western Catchment Management Authority
(PPWCMA) to run a series of bushfood / sustainable farming
workshops. More than 150 enthusiastic people attend the 5-day
‘roadshow’ through the CMA region (which includes Melbourne).

Pictured here are the ‘crew’: Karen Thomas (PPWCMA), Rowan
Reid (AAF), Marianne Stewart (AAF), Aunty Carolyn Briggs (an
elder of the Boon Wurrung people and also a fabulous chef),
Amanda Garner (AAF), Neville Bonney (ethnobotanist and
author of numerous books on bushfoods - yes we have some for
sale in the TreeHouse), and Rhys Collins (PPWCMA),.

OAN is planning to join forces with the Corangamite Catchment
Management Authority (CCMA) to run a similar workshop next
year. The TreeHouse has copies of Neville’s latest book  “Knowing
Growing Eating : Edible Wild Native Plants for Southern
Australia”. Neville is keen to visit OAN and we are planning visit
next year - we will keep you posted.

AAF NEWS: Bushfood ‘roadshow’ a huge success

To keep track of AAF activities join the free subscription to
AAF e-news: www.agroforestry.org.au
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NRCL funding and visit
In the 2014/15 financial year the Natural Resources
Conservation League of Victoria (NRCL) provided $20,000 for
OAN to expand our work with a focus on building capacity.
The funding went to improving our mentoring service by
establishing 2 satellite operations in the northern and southern
areas of operation; providing a quarterly newsletter; providing
mentor training; and enhancing existing projects such as
Linking Environment and Farms (LEAF) and the Southern
Otways partnership with SOLN. The fund has the potential to
provide another $20,000 per annum over the next four years
depending on progress each year. 

We have recently been informed that NRCL has committed to
funding for the 2015/16 financial year. This will enable us to
consolidate the northern and southern satellites, increase site
visits in the west and east with a view to establishing satellites
there in the future, run mentor training and produce quarterly
newsletters for the year. The consistency in funding will
enhance our ongoing capacity building and ability to expand
further. Thanks very much to NRCL for their support. 

In August the NRCL Board visited OAN, to see some of the
activities that they have funded. We spent time at two of our

northern member’s properties with them: the Hand’s property
on Pollocksford Road, Gnarwarre where we talked about their
future plans; and the Anson’s property just off Merrawarp
Road, Ceres. The Anson’s were able to host a farm walk with
new and established plantings, a discussion of TAFE student
involvement in monitoring change progress and a wonderful
wine tasting to finish. Thanks to both property owners for their
willingness to be involved and particularly to the Anson’s for
their great hospitality. 

Kaye Rodden retired as Otway Agroforestry Network
Chair, and from the Board, after four years of
dedicated service at the helm.

In her address at the recent AGM, Kaye said:

“As the capacity of our community and our team has grown
over the years, so has  our interest in native food and flowers,
native grasses and farming systems outside the Otways. We
started to realise that our biggest asset as an organisation was
our ability to engage with landholders and build knowledge. It
was not just about trees but a lot about mentoring the
community.
The model that we had fostered over a number of years, our
peer group mentoring program, was now seen nationally and
internationally as a way of telling many stories and supporting
community to follow their dreams.
This past 12 months has been a frenetic one for the team and
the organisation. 
We have continued our strong  partnerships with the Upper
Barwon Landcare Network in multiple projects,  the Wettenhall
Foundation, the Southern Otways Landcare Network  as part
of their stewardship program and the Natural Resources
Conservation League.
In addition, our continued partnership with DELWP, CCMA,
Colac Otway Shire and ACCIONA Wind Power enabled the
group to host very successful field days to support landholders
managing cypress plantation loss due to “die back”.”

Kaye successfully guided OAN into a new structure now
known as OAN Ltd., with an elected board. 

OAN thanks Kaye for her tireless, effective and dedicated
work supporting and promoting OAN throughout her multiple
roles.

Rowan Reid presented Kaye with a jigsaw table board milled
and crafted by Rowan from a piece of fallen Red Gum from
Kaye’s property “Belvedere.” Kaye was also presented with a
bouquet of banksias and bush foods grown from around a
fenced off farm dam.

Kaye Rodden retires from OAN Board
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Sowing seeds of success
A FORUM ON REVEGETATION AND CLIMATE CHANGE

by Mike Robinson-Koss

Habitat restoration and rural revegetation will be
affected by climate change. The premise of this thought
provoking forum was to inform: 
• How a changing climate affects floral and faunal

populations
• How quickly species evolve to adapt to change
• Securing a seed supply chain of genetically diverse

material for future projects
• What are the likely future scenarios and challenges for

the revegetation industry and policy makers 

I’ve been to many such forums in the past, but this one was
exceptional. The presenters were able to drive home the
realities, and give concrete evidence, of climate change and
how it currently affects our natural environment and what we
must all do to help fight the upcoming challenges to the
biosphere. 

Professor Lesley Hughes (Vice-Chancellor Research Integrity
and Development), Distinguished Professor of Biology
Macquarie University) 
Professor Hughes gave a very sobering account of our drying
and warming climate and the likely climatic conditions we
face under different remediation scenarios in the future (climate
action to inaction).  Humans have never existed in a climate
that is 2 degrees C warmer than today and of course how will
climate change affect the myriad of other species on the
planet?  I think about our own region and what the future
holds for say, myrtle beech or mountain pepper, already
clinging to very limited ecological niches.

Professor Ary Hoffmann (Australian Laureate Fellow,
Department of Genetics and Department of Zoology
University of Melbourne) 
Professor Hoffmann explained his alpine vegetation research
where indigenous grasses are being replaced by forbs
(ground hugging herbaceous plants) and shrubs due to a
drying and warming climate.  Replacing the grass cover with
larger shrubs has increased fire intensity and numbers of feral
browsers (deer, goats).  Professor Hoffmann talked about the
ecological niche of a species where they can adapt to
environmental change unless that change is too great or too
quick.  Once their ‘evolutionary physiological limits’ are
reached, they have no ability to adapt further.  Isolated trees
and remnant populations that are so important in supporting
vast amounts of insects, birds and mammals, are genetically
weak (inbred) and will struggle to survive and adapt to climate
change.

Professor Andrew Lowe (Chair of Plant Conservation
Biology and Director of the Centre for Conservation
Science and Technology University of Adelaide), 
Professor Lowe also spoke of inbreeding in isolated trees and
remnants.  He said it will become harder to secure enough
genetically diverse indigenous seed for future revegetation
projects in areas where little remains of the original vegetation.
Controversially for many attendees, Professor Lowe, and other
presenters, suggest seed for future revegetation projects may
have to come from ‘composite provenances’ (50% local seed
sources and the remainder coming from other drier or warmer
provenances).  He says this will help “hedge our bets” with a
warming climate and also bringing in new and genetically
diverse material.

Dr Linda Broadhurst (CSIRO)
Dr Broadhurst spoke to the policy and investment vacuum in
the revegetation industry.  Her arguments are very compelling.
Here are her main points:

• A huge amount of seed is being collected over the world for
major direct seeding projects with no real knowledge of
how sustainable this collection is.

• There are no standards or research investment (RDC’s) in the
industry. 

• Inbreeding concerns due to poor seed collection practices-
low diversity limits ability to cope with climate change and
impacts on a population’s ability to produce future
generations.
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• Plants in the ground are not a measure of success, they are
a reflection that money has been spent.  A true sign of
success will be measured by re-establishment of critical plant
processes such as reproducing healthy subsequent
generations.

Professor Brad Potts (University of Tasmania)
Working in Tasmania’s central plateau, Professor Potts is
researching the genetic drivers of adaptive variation in various
species of eucalypts.  His team has tested all the provenances
of E. globulus for adaptability to drought and disease.  This
information may influence future blue gum selection for forestry.
He also has studied E. tricarpa (Red Ironbark) in Victoria
where he has developed an aridity index for the species- future
climate variation will affect survivability of the species
especially in the drier northern parts of its range.

A link to the Forum proceedings can be found here:
http://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/news/seeds-for-success-
forum-revegetation-climate-change

The forum was presented by GREENING AUSTRALIA, July
2015.
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These photos depict “ginger tree syndrome” where E. viminalis succumbed to
extreme heat conditions in 2013 (8 days in a row of over 30 degrees C which
doubled the previous record).  The White Gums couldn’t pump enough water
up to the leaves thus shrinking (choking) the cambium layer.  A ginger
coloured gum sap oozed out of the bark staining the trees.  This shrinkage cut
off the cambium layer restricting water flow to the leaves - and within a year
thousands of trees are dying.  This is an issue of great concern to our recent
Tamar MTG participants.
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OAN Christmas
in the Redwoods

Friday 11th December from 2pm

Aire Valley Redwoods
Binns Road, GlenAire

As another hectic year draws to a close, take some time out to
catch up with old friends and enjoy this truly magnificent place.

After a little tree measuring activity with Rudolph join us for a
scrumptious afternoon tea.

All welcome. Members $10 (Non-members $20). 

RSVP Monday 7th December 
t: 5636 2086 or e: contact@oan.org.au


